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General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

May also be o�ered to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

19+ 12+

YEARS in E&T SECONDARY LEVELAGE

TERTIARY LEVEL

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the school system)

Training 
programmes 

o�ered by folk 
high schools 
and private 

training 
providers

ALMP 
(mainly for 

the 
unemployed)

Apprentice-
ship or work 
introduction 
placements  

after 
IVET 

Skills 
training for 

the 
employed

8

9

7

15

1017

1118

1219

16

14 ISCED 244

ISCED  665

ISCED 2A

ISCED 766

Highest level of the integrated primary
and lower secondary programme

Giving access to tertiary education

Possible progression routes                          Change of pathways possible

Entry through validation of adults' prior learning (formal/informal/non-formal)
End of compulsory education

Duration and content adapted to learners' needs

Optional courses with a passing grade are required to access higher education

Special education needs 

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institution

Active labour market policies

(•)

SEN

WBL

ALMP

ISCED 344

ISCED 343, 353

ISCED 864

ISCED 665, 766

ISCED 
244, 344, 351, 353

ISCED 554

Integrated 
bachelor and 

master 
programmes, 

5 years
Bachelor 

programmes,  
2-3 years

HE preparatory 
programmes, 

3 years

VET programmes 
(school-based or apprenticeship)

3 years, WBL > 15% (*) 

Programmes 
for SEN learners, 

4 years, 
WBL > 14% 

Individual 
modularised 

pathways 
for adults 

(20+ years),
(•) 

WBL possible, 
% varies  

Programmes for 
professional 

qualifications, 
3-5 years

Master programmes,  
1-2 years

Higher VET programmes with 
WBL, 1-2 years

Individualised programmes for learners 
not eligible for national 

upper secondary programmes (•)

Post-master and PhD programmes, 
2-4 years

ISCED 766

ISCED 353

ISCED 244, 341, 351

ISCED 454

EQF 8

EQF 7

EQF 4 EQF 4

EQF 2

EQF 2

EQF 7

EQF 6 EQF 6

EQF 5

EQF 6

EQF 7

(*)
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