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One out of ten young people are early school leavers

As of 2021, early leavers represent 9.9% of young people in the EU 

and only 84.3% have completed upper secondary education



Achievements and new challenges 

• One of the most successful EU targets

• Significant decrease of ELET rates: from 13.4% in 2011 

to 9.9% in 2021 

• BUT rates vary greatly between and within countries

• People with migrant background, young men and those 

living in rural areas still at greater risk

• Rates of drop out may increase due to:

➢ Extended school closures: Covid-19

➢ The outbreak of war in Ukraine: refugees



Tackling early leaving on EU policy focus

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/digital_gap_during_covid-19.pdf

• A key strategic target of the European cooperation in E&T

➢ New strategic objective by 2030 to reduce 

ELET rates to less than 9%

➢ Forthcoming Council Recommendation 

on Pathways to school success

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/digital_gap_during_covid-19.pdf


Achieving a European Education Area by 2025



Synergies with other EU policy initiatives



Conducting research to support evidence-based 

policymaking and the implementation of ET2030

Supporting EU high level thematic working groups 

Promoting peer learning through policy learning 

fora and other events 

Developing online – interactive tools to support 

policy-makers and VET practitioners 

Cedefop contribution

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/publications/5557
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/ambassadors/become-ambassador


Cedefop ongoing research

✓ Professional development of VET teachers and trainers

✓ Cedefop’s feasibility study for surveying initial VET

✓ Measuring and monitoring early leaving from VET

✓ The impact of Covid-19 on drop out rates

✓ The integration of Ukrainian refugee learners in VET

ReferNet thematic perspectives
Teachers and Trainers in a changing world 



• Evolving role and challenges 

New survey of 

VET teachers 

and trainers 



TEST
possibility of surveying

all populations of interest

TEST
cost effectiveness

TEST
if data provide coherent 

information across 

countries

Cedefop’s feasibility study 2021-2022
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New survey 

to monitor 

and measure 

ELVET



Mobilising VET in times of crises

• Research on the needs of refugee 

learners and how can VET meet 

their demands

• Empower VET teachers and 

trainers to support refugee 

students

• Provide tools and good practices 

to facilitate refugee learners’ 

integration



www.cedefop.europa.eu

Follow us on social media

Thank you

Cedefop tools
VET toolkit for tackling early leaving
www.cedefop.europa.eu/TEL-toolkit

VET toolkit for empowering NEETs
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/neets 

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/TEL-toolkit




What is innovative about the toolkit?

Evidence based 
supported by comparative research and analytical work

Highly interactive
using the online tools, you get instant results

Plethora of resources 
Good practices - Quick wins - Intervention approaches -

Protective factors – Tools - Data and Statistics - Publications

1st online resource of its kind 



Five years on from its launch…

275+ resources from 33 European countries

Presented in more than 70 events

More than 80 ambassadors from 24 countries 



Identify and prevent



Successful intervention 

approaches

Prevention

Intervention

Compensation



The role of guidance in preventing ELVET

informed decision-making preventing drop out

managing their transitions within E&T 

pathways or from education to 

employment

Guidance and counselling may assist learners in:  

and early leavers in:  

returning and qualifying in upper secondary 

education



Interventions involving 

guidance and counselling  



Evaluation tools





VET: a life jacket for young people at risk

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/publications/9168




Policy makers, 

learning providers, experts and 

other key stakeholders involved 

in tackling early leaving from 

VET at national, regional or local 

level in Europe

Cedefop’s Community of Ambassadors

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/TEL-toolkit




www.cedefop.europa.eu

Follow us on social media

Thank you

#Earlyleaving     #VETtoolkit    #VETTeachersTrainers

VET toolkit for 
empowering 
NEETs

VET toolkit for 
tackling early 
leaving


