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Mr Teixeira shared experiences about early leaving from “regular” education in a number of 

countries, which will be further debated by questioning what could be the contributions of 

strong/well-designed VET systems to help prevent early school leaving (ESL) in those 

countries.  

 

He started by highlighting relevant global trends in ESL, which include (i) high rates of ESL in 

early grades in low income countries, (ii) difficulties with the transition from primary to 

lower secondary education, even if compulsory, and (iii) students leaving upper secondary 

education in middle income countries. Then, he shifted to the groups of students at risk of 

leaving school early, and the major barriers faced by them; these groups include children 

living in poverty, living in conflict situations, who are overage for their grades, and others. 

The next and final part of my participation focused on experiences for prevention of early 

school leaving in countries such as Cambodia, India, Tajikistan, East Timor, Romania, and 

Brazil.  

 

He highlighted the key role of early warning systems in countries like Cambodia, India, 

Tajikistan and East Timor, where these systems were fundamental to identify at-risk 

students and enhance schools’ capacity to address the needs of these students. These 

countries implemented initiatives to improve the engagement of students in schools 

through activities such as computer labs (Cambodia), enrichment programs (India and East 

Timor), and after school tutoring (Tajikistan). Enrichment activities proved more impactful 

than ICT programs, in these countries. From Romania, he pointed out the combination of 

systemic interventions (e.g. curriculum revision and enhancement of monitoring and 

evaluation capacity) and school-based interventions (e.g. tutoring and counseling) to reduce 

ESL from upper secondary education, though these activities just started, i.e. there are no 

results to share. From Brazil, he will stress the utilization of package including teacher 

training, distribution of pedagogical materials, and monitoring and mentoring to combat 

age-grade distortion and early leaving from primary and secondary education.  

 

 


