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Vocational education and training  
in Hungary

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Giving access to tertiary education

Possible progression routes                 End of compulsory education

SECONDARY LEVEL

TERTIARY LEVEL ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the school system)

YEARS in E&TAGE

511

612

713

814

1117

1016

915

1218

1319

13+18+

Further training 
of employees 
(compulsory 

CVET or courses 
o�ered by the 

employer)

Training courses 
for the 

unemployed 
and other 
vulnerable 

groups

Vocational 
and general 

courses o�ered 
on the training 

market

PhD 
programmes,

4 years

Integrated 
bachelor and 

master 
programmes,

5-6 years

Integrated
lower and 

upper 
secondary 

programmes Bridging programmes for those not eligible for upper 
secondary programmes, 1 year

Bridging programmes for those who have completed at most two 
years of lower secondary education by age 15, 2 years 

Lower secondary 
programmes 

for SEN learners

ISCED 766

ISCED 244-344

ISCED 244 ISCED 244

ISCED 864 Postgraduate specialisation 
                                 programme,
                               1-3 yearsMaster programmes,  

2 years 

ISCED 665

ISCED 244

ISCED 344

ISCED 344

ISCED 344

ISCED 351, 352, 353

ISCED
667, 768ISCED 767

Bachelor programmes, 
3-3.5 years

Upper
secondary 

programmes
Practice-oriented 
VET programmes,

3 years, WBL 38-45%

Follow-up 
programmes

School-based 
theory-focused 

VET programmes,
4 (5) years, WBL 

10-26% 

VET for SEN 
learners (*),
2 or 4 years,

 WBL 13-47%

Lower secondary programmes

Higher education VET programmes, 
2 years, WBL 40-80%

 

School-based practice- 
orientated programmes, 
1-2 years, WBL 27-64% ISCED 454ISCED 554

ISCED 353 ISCED 243, 253, 353

(*)

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

SEN

EQF 8

EQF 7 EQF 7

EQF 6-7

EQF 6

EQF 5 EQF 5

EQF 5

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 2-4 EQF 2-4

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 2

EQF 2 EQF 2

(•)

(•)
(•)

(•) (•)

Possible direct admission with master craftsmanship certificate 
and 5 years of work experience

Prior VET knowledge may be recognised a�ecting programme duration

Special education needs

Duration is typically 4 years, but it may vary according to the education 
needs of the learners 

Apprenticeship contracts and other dual schemes are available

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or at a VET institution

EQF 2-3

WBL

WBL 7-41%

(•)

(•)

NB: ISCED-P 2011.  
Source: Cedefop and ReferNet Hungary, 2019.
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