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Vocational education and training  
in Spain

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

End of compulsory education irrespective of education  
level achieved

18+ 12+

YEARS in E&T SECONDARY LEVELAGE

TERTIARY LEVEL ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRANING
(Outside the school system)

Training
initiatives at

company 
demand

8

9

7

14

12

17 11

18

15

1016

13

Possible progression routes                        

Access is possible after examination

Entry through validation of prior learning (formal/informal/non-formal)

Giving access to tertiary education

Work-based learning

Apprenticeship contracts and other dual schemes are available

WBL

Upper secondary 
programmes

Higher VET programmes, 
WBL up to 65%, 2 years (•)

Intermediate VET programmes
 WBL up to  65%, 2 years (•)

PhD programmes
up to 3 years

ISCED 244-341

ISCED 344

ISCED 554

ISCED 864

ISCED 354

Non-formal 
training 

programmes

Professional certificate 
programmes – level 1  

200-540 hours 
WBL % vary (•)

ISCED 254

Professional certificate 
programmes - level 2 

180-920 hours 
WBL % vary (•)

ISCED 351

Professional certificate 
programmes – level 3 

240-1 110 hours 
WBL % vary (•)

ISCED 453Master programmes
1-2 years
ISCED 767

Long cycle 
bachelor 

programmes

 5-6 years

ISCED 766

Basic VET programmes  
WBL up to 50%,  2 years (•)

ISCED 353 

Bachelor 
programmes

3-4 years

ISCED 665

(•)

Lower secondary programmes
(compulsory secondary education)

Arts and design 
programmes, 2 years

ISCED 354

Higher sports programmes, 1 year

Higher arts and design 
programmes, 2 years

 ISCED 554ISCED 554

Possible route only after guidance advice at 
age 16 (or, exceptionally at age 15)

NB: ISCED-P 2011. The Spanish education system is not referenced to EQF levels.
Source: Cedefop and ReferNet Spain.

ISCED 354
Sports programmes, 1 year
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