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Vocational education and training  
in Germany

 

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults

Officially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

End of education and training obligation

Professional experience required to enter

18+ 12+

SECONDARY LEVEL

POST-SECONDARY
LEVEL

TERTIARY LEVEL ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the school system)

CVET
for employees 

Courses for
unemployed and 
other vulnerable 

groups

Training courses 
by private providers 

7

8

12

1116

1015

1217

1318

13

914

1015

Giving access to higher education

Limited access to vocational HE, only from/to some programmes

Possible progression routes

Prior education may be recognised a�ecting programme duration

Access restricted to certain related subjects

At universities of applied science At duale Hochschule

At Fachschule/Fachakademie, At Berufsakademien
duration varies

,Lower secondary programmes
(Hauptschulabschluss)

a3 years (4 years in one federal st te)

ISCED 844

ISCED 747

ISCED 645

ISCED 344

ISCED 244 ISCED 244

ISCED 645

ISCED 444, 453, 454

ISCED 354 ISCED 354

EQF 4
EQF 4

EQF 3

EQF 7EQF 7

EQF 6EQF 6

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 3

EQF 2

EQF 3

EQF 1-2

rLower seconda y programmes, 
 (mittlerer Schulabschluss)

4 years

General
education 
programmes
2-3 years 

Master
programmes

2 years

General educ.
programmes with 
vocational orientation
incl. WBL  
2-3 years

Apprenticeship 
programmes, WBL ca. 75% 

2-3.5 years

Specialised programmes
incl. WBL 1-3 years

School-
based VET 
programmes incl. WBL,
 1-3 years ransition progT r., 1 year

PhD programmes, duration varies

Bachelor 
programmes 

3-4 years
 

ISCED 344

ISCED 254

YEARS in E&TAGE

End of compulsory general education

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or at a VET institutionWBL

EQF 8

Bachelor 
programmes incl. 

WBL

3-4 years

NB: ISCED-P 2011. This is a simplified chart, based on the unified approach used for the spotlights on VET in all EU-28 countries plus Iceland and Norway.
Source: Cedefop and ReferNet Germany, 2019.

Master programmes 
incl. WBL

2 years
ISCED 747

EQF 4-5

EQF 2

ADVANCED VOCATIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS

ISCED 655

Technician, 
specialist, etc. 
programmes

incl. WBL
1.5-4 years

EQF 6

EQF 7

Certified advisor
qualifications and exams

EQF 6

ISCED 554

Management and expert
qualifications and exams

Master craftsperson specialist
qualifications and exams

ISCED 554, 655

EQF 5

EQF 7
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