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LIFELONG GUIDANCE

Career guidance in VET

School-based career orientation -
voluntarily

career orientation 
lessons - obligatory

School counselling / psychological counselling

Apprenticeship 
coaching**

Youth coaching & transitional programmes**

* Distribution of learners in year 10 / ** in course of the training obligation up to the age of 18 for young people at risk of dropping out

Upper secondary level
3 to 5 years, age 14 to 19+

Tertiary level / 
Labour market, 

18+

Primary 
level
4 years, 
age 6 to 10

Lower 
secondary level
4 years, 
age 10 to 14

Universities, 
UAS, Adult 
Learning …

Academic 
secondary 

school,
lower cycle

Middle school

Primary 
school

Apprenticeship 
training, 37%*

School-base 
VET, 39%*

Academic 
secondary 

school, upper 
cycle, 24%* Labour Market

PES / social partners / Network Educational Counselling / student services / various organisations and 
projects / private providers / offers for special target groups …



Source: Dornmayr, H. (2025): Lehrlingsausbildung im Überblick 2025. Strukturdaten, Trends und Perspektiven. ibw-research report Nr. 225. Download: https://ibw.at/resource/download/2907/ibw-forschungsbericht-225,pdf 

Proportion of dropouts by age of apprentices at the start of their apprenticeship, 2012 to 2022

Apprenticeship 
dropouts 2023:
Austria: 20,1 %
Vienna: 26,0 %

around 69% in the first 
year of apprenticeship 
training

Importance of career guidance & CMS in VET
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Age of apprentices at the start of their apprenticeship

Notes: Drop-outs = apprentices who, at 
the time they ended their apprenticeship, 
had not yet completed their apprenticeship 
(in full) and had not taken their final 
apprenticeship examination (LAP) by the 
end of the following year; excluding partial 
qualifications
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