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Challenges of today's landscape

QualityLink is an Erasmus+ project running Dec 2023 – May 2026  |  Partners:

Diversity of micro-
credentials and 

other short courses

Basic info and 
quality indicators 
rarely published 

using open 
standards

Standardise and 
reliable data crucial 
for recognition and 

understanding



Our aim: an open quality data exchange architecture
(in particular, but not only for micro-credentials)

ARCHITECTURE

   ,
e.g. Cedefop
skills-related



Use cases
of a Europe-wide open dataset on learning opportunities

Credential 
transparency for 

the labour 
market

Reliable 
information for 

recognition

Potential 
learners, 
guidance

Mapping and 
benchmarking

Alliances’ joint 
catalogues

Europe-wide 
visibility



Level of similarity of micro-credential 
skills/learning outcomes with those identified in 
forecasts (numeric scale)

The ratio of students per academic staff 
(numeric)

Ratio of students from a disadvantaged socio-
economic background (numeric)

Grade distribution table, following ECTS Users’ 
Guide practices (numeric)

HEIs that have recognised the micro-credential, 
e.g. towards a larger degree programme 
(numeric, list + links)

Quality Domains and 
Indicators

1) Content Relevance, Labour Market 
Demand and Accuracy

2) Teaching Methods and Pedagogy

3) Accessibility and Inclusivity

4) Learner-Centred Approach, 
Satisfaction and Success

5) Institutional Reputation



Most Relevant Quality Indicators

Students' top 5

1. Clearly defined learning 
objectives

2. Up-to date course content

3. Aligns with employer's demands

4. Percentage who complete

5. Students ratings: learners 
recommend

Stakeholders' top 5

1. Clearly defined learning 
objectives

2. Up-to date course content

3. Percentage who upgrade career 
within 1 year after completing

4. Aligns with employer's demands

5. Recognition of prior learning



What's next

https://quality-link.eu/step-by-step/ 

● Data aggregator: beta/pilot version available this month (October 2025)

● Europe-wide catalogue: later this autumn/winter 2025

https://quality-link.eu/technical-specs/ 

More for policy/decision-makers: More for IT managers/implementers:

https://quality-link.eu/step-by-step/
https://quality-link.eu/technical-specs/


Some Findings from QualityLink

Reliable data can 
support trust in 

digital micro- 
credentials – 

complements 
formal QA

A lot of untapped 
potential in 
connecting 

different data 
sources (e.g. 

credentials and 
skills)

Standards and 
tech can be 

solved, but open 
data also 

requires policy 
commitment



The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 
may be made of the information contained therein.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

You are free to:
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material
for any purpose, even commercially.
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following conditions:
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may 
do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the  same 
license as the original.
No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological 



Landscape of data standards used in Europe

Standard Maintained by Used by Tech

ELM EU EDC, QDR RDF ontology & profiles

ELMO EMREX EWP, EMREX XML schema

OOAPI SURF Dutch HEIs, European alliances REST API

OCCAPI EUF Some HEIs, EWP (future) REST API

Edu-API 1EdTech Various REST API

DEQAR EQAR EQAR & QA agencies REST API

https://europa.eu/europass/elm-browser/index.html
https://github.com/emrex-eu/elmo-schemas
https://openonderwijsapi.nl/#/
https://occapi.uni-foundation.eu/
https://www.imsglobal.org/spec/eduapi/v1p0
https://www.deqar.eu/


Coverage of basic information and quality indicators



Existing standards and gaps

Principles:

● Build on existing 
standards

● Low bar to 
adoption

● Flexibility where 
helpful

● Open to extensions

● New components 
open source



Data Exchange Architecture



Data Usage

● Publicly accessible
● Basic search, filtering, …
● Preset views for alliances, etc.

● Integration into other applications
● Custom course catalogue frontend
● Free, but with rate limits

● Research or analysis
● Freely accessible without restriction

ARCHITECTURE

Dataset available under Creative 
Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial:

● requires that users give credit

● allows to distribute, remix, 
adapt – but for noncommercial 
purposes only
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