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Introduction 
• QQI hosts NARIC Ireland which is the Irish ENIC-NARIC centre
• Policy and Criteria for Facilitating the Academic Recognition of 

Foreign Qualifications approved in 2015
• Provision of advice on the general academic recognition of foreign 

qualifications
• Such advice places the foreign qualification in the context of the Irish 

education and training system using the National Framework of 
Qualifications (NFQ) as a reference

• General recognition advice provided by QQI is offered as a guide 
regardless of the proposed use of the qualification

• QQI does not make recognition decisions. Formal recognition 
decisions are made by others including education institutions, 
professional recognition bodies and employers. 
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Approach
• Provide authoritative advice online in the format of non-personalised 

comparability statements. 
• QQI has no role in authenticating qualifications nor determining 

eligibility of an individual for access to work or continuing education
• However, QQI offers support to these organisations with responsibility 

for recognition decisions for granting access to work or continuing 
education. 

• QQI’s focus is on researching foreign education and training and 
qualifications systems to improve the information provided.

• QQI compares foreign qualifications to qualifications that are placed at 
a particular level on the NFQ. Recognition advice is offered based on 
information gained through independent research, compilation of 
research resources, interaction with ENIC-NARIC Network members 
and similar agencies in other countries

• Recognition tools and initiatives such as Qualifications Frameworks, 
credit and Europass documents are used in the provision of recognition 
advice. In particular, the status of the awarding body in the country of 
origin is fundamental to facilitating the recognition of foreign 
qualifications



NFQ is Central
• Inclusive, flexible framework integrating adult, 

vocational and higher education in one framework
• Learning outcomes based approach facilitates 

matching with NFQ levels to inform advice
• Matched to 16 major-award types with 2 award types 

available at some NFQ levels facilitates easier 
matching

• NFQ is well embedded in Irish society and widely 
used by educational providers and employers

• Leverage our role as EQF NCP to develop strategic 
relationships with other countries and regions

• External dimension to QQI activity with bilateral NFQ 
referencing with New Zealand and Hong Kong

• Maintain Qualifications Can Cross Boundaries with 
UK to support broad comparison of UK and Ireland 
qualifications

• Informal comparison to National Qualifications 
Framework of Bahrain and supported the 
development of a national framework in Jordan
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Database
• Online database
• Published comparability statements for 2000 

qualifications from 170 countries
• Same approach used for EU and Non-EU Countries
• Same approach used for vocational and higher 

education
• Additional information is linked such as

▹ Sample Documents
▹ Country Education Profile
▹ Referencing documents to EQF, or other national 

framework



8















Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however 
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European 
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European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

Thank you

Any questions?
obarry@qqi.ie 

nfq@qqi.ie 
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