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Source: Cedefop, & Further Education and Training Authority (SOLAS). (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – Ireland: system description. 
In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions [Database].
www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/ireland-u3

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

FET is for adults and young people aged over 16

End of compulsory education

Possible progression routes

Possible but atypical study paths

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institutionWBL

Vocational education and training system chart: Ireland

TERTIARY LEVEL FURTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING (FET) (*)

EQF 7

EQF 6

ISCED 864

EQF 8

Doctoral 
programmes, 

3+ years

EQF 5

Higher 
certificate 

programmes, 
2 years

EQF 4-6

Upper secondary general programmes

Optional transition ISCED 341

EQF 2

ISCED 244

Lower secondary programmes at di�erent schools

ISCED 344, 343

Post-graduate 
programmes, 
up to 2 years
ISCED 667, 767

ISCED 665, 666

Undergraduate 
programmes, 

3-5 years

EQF 4-5 EQF 4-5

Appren-
ticeship, 
2-4 years

ISCED 453, 
454, 554

EQF 2-5

Pathways: 
vocational 
training 

opportunities 
scheme (VTOS), 

up to 2 years

Workforce 
transformation: 

learning in 
employment, skills
 to advance, skills 

for work & eCollege, 
duration varies

Workforce 
transformation: 

learning for 
employment.

Traineeships & 
specific skills 

training, duration 
varies

ISCED 443, 
451, 453, 454

ISCED 441,
 443, 451, 453 ISCED 451, 453

EQF 2-5 EQF 2-5

Employment 
progression and 
progression to 

higher education: 
post leaving 

certificate (PLC) 
up to 2 years

ISCED 443 
453, 454

Progression 
to higher 

education: 
tertiary

up to 4 years

ISCED 544, 
554, 665

Pathways: youth 
provision - youthreach 

for learners aged 16-21
ISCED 244, 254, 

343, 353, 354

Pathways: 
Back to Education 

Initiative (BTEI)
ISCED 443, 451, 

453, 454

Pathways: Adult Literacy 
for Life (ALL), English for 

Speakers of other 
Languaages (ESOL) & 
Community Education
ISCED 443, 451, 453, 454

Apprentice-
ships

2-4 years

ISCED 665, 
667, 767, 864

ISCED 544, 
554

EQF 6-8


