
Giving access to tertiary education

Possible progression routes

End of compulsory education with basic education certificate;  
if unsuccessful, learners must continue to age 18

Prior VET knowledge may be recognised a�ecting 
programme duration

Access for learners 15 or over with no basic education

Work-based learning, referred to as 'practical training' in national 
context, either at a VET institution or an enterprise

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Vocationally oriented programmes in sports, music and arts are 
available for pupils in these programmes 
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Integrated primary and lower secondary
(basic education) programmes,

9 years

Special needs
basic education

General
programmes,

3 years

Follow-up programme

Mainly school-based VET, 
WBL 65%,

up to 3 years

ISCED 244ISCED 243

ISCED 254

Bachelor
programmes,

3-4 years

Continuing 
education and 
skills upgrade

Non-formal 
programmes, 
including VET

Prof. HE programme,
1-2 years

Prof. master progr.,
min 1 year

Master programmes,
1-2 years

Professional
bachelor

programme,
4 years

College VET progr.,
2-3 years

ISCED 645

ISCED 344

ISCED 655 ISCED 554

ISCED 747 ISCED 757 ISCED 657

EQF  8

Doctoral programmes,
3-4 years

EQF 2-4

Mainly school-based
secondary VET, WBL 65% 
up to 2 yearsMainly school-based

secondary VET
WBL 50%, 4 years Mainly school-based 

secondary VET, WBL 65%, 3 years
ISCED 354 ISCED 353

ISCED 351, 453

ISCED 864

EQF 7

EQF 6

Professional
higher 

education 
programme

(e.g. medical studies),
4-6 years

ISCED 655, 656, 756

ISCED 251, 351, 451, 453
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NB: ISCED-P 2011. 
Source: Cedefop, & Latvian Ministry of Education and Science. (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – Latvia: system description. 
In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions [Database]. 
www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/latvia-u3

Vocational education and training system chart: Latvia


