
General education programmes
VET programmes
Programmes combining VET and general education
Also available to adults
O�cially recognised vocational qualifications
Qualifications allowing access to the next education level
Giving access to tertiary education
Admission by the assessment of competences
End of compulsory education
Possible progression routes

Progression is possible after examination
Right/duty to education for at least 12 years or until obtaining   
a vocational qualification
Type 1 apprenticeship available
Type 3 apprenticeship available
Prior studies may be recognised a�ecting programme duration
Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET 
Initial VET
Continuing vocational training
Local adult learning centres

19+ 13+

YEARS in E&T

10

13

11

12

7

6

(*)

WBL

ISCED 344

EQF 4

TERTIARY LEVEL

SECONDARY LEVEL

EQF 4

ISCED 353

ISCED 244

EQF 1

Lower secondary programmes, 3 years

EQF 4

CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the education system)

ADULT LEARNING

16

915

19

18

17

(*)

13

814

12

AGE

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

EQF 4

EQF 3

Upper secondary  
general 

programmes, 
5 years

Regional 
VET (leFP), 
WBL:30%, 
3-4 years

ISCED 665

EQF 5EQF 6

EQF 7

EQF 8

ISCED 864

PhD programmes,
3 years

Master programmes
(II cycle), 2 years

Bachelor 
programmes 

(I cycle), 3 years

EQF 8

ISCED 768

ISCED 767

Master level II,
1-2 years

EQF 7

ISCED 667
Master level I,
1 year

Higher
technical programmes 
(ITS Academy), WBL:30%, 
2-3 years ISCED 554 IFTS programmes,1y, WBL:30% ISCED 453

Training 
provided

and financed 
by the

private sector

CVT for skills 
upgrade 
or new 

qualification, 
financed by 

regions 
and/or joint 
interprofes-
sional funds

IVET
(Post-

secondary,
post-leFP 

and
post-HE), 
o�ered

by regions

Adult 
education 

for 
compulsory 
and upper 
secondary 
certificates, 

CPIA

NB: ISCED-P 2011.

Source: Cedefop, & National Institute for the Analysis of Public Policies (INAPP). (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – Italy: system description.
In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions [Database]. 
www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/italy-u3

Technical and 
vocational school  

programmes, 
WBL:30-40%,

5 years

ISCED 354

(•)

(•) (•)

(•)

(•)
(•)

(•)

(•)
(•)

(•)

(•)

(•)

Vocational education and training system chart: Italy

Integrated
programmes
 leading to a 

Master degree
5-6 years

ISCED 766

EQF 7

IVET

CVET
IVET


