
General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Apprenticeship available

Possible progression routes 

End of compulsory education

Age by which all learners have the right to education and training

Giving access to tertiary education

Entry through validation of adults' prior learning   
(formal/informal/non-formal)

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institution

20+ 14+

YEARS in E&T

14

13

11

10

12

9

8

(*)

(*)

ISCED 453, 454

ISCED 343

ISCED 665 ISCED 554

ISCED 768

ISCED 766

ISCED 344 ISCED 351,353 ISCED 351, 353

ISCED 100, 244

EQF 1-2

EQF 4 EQF 4 EQF 4

EQF 5

EQF 6

EQF 6

EQF 7EQF 7

EQF 8

ISCED 864

TERTIARY LEVEL

SECONDARY LEVEL

PhD programmes

Master programmes

Bachelor
 programmes

General
 programmes

Integrated primary and lower secondary programmes

WBL

Bridging courses

Mainly school-based
programmes

Mainly school-based
programmes

Mainly
school-based
programmes,
duration and 
WBL % vary

Mainly
school-based
programmes, 
duration and 
WBL % vary

Integrated
bachelor

and
master

programmes

Specialised 
programmes

for SEN
learners

ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the school system)

Foreign 
language 
courses,
including

Icelandic for 
foreigners

 Continuous 
training
for VET 

professionals 
and university 

graduates

Training
for the 

unemployed

Special 
work-related 

training

20

19

18

17

16

15

14

AGE

NB: ISCED-P 2011.
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