ICEBREAKER - Instructions for Lost on a Deserted Island 

Mr Mika Launikari, Cedefop (1 August 2011)
The situation is dire — following a shipwreck, you together with some other passengers have been stranded on a deserted island with completely different living conditions, landscape, flora and fauna from the ones you know from your own countries and hometowns! You are happy to be alive, grateful for not being all alone, but at the same time you are pretty worried about how to survive in the totally new environment in which you now find yourself. 

At first sight the island appears uninhabited. However, you and your co-travellers while starting to explore the place get the unsettling impression that there might actually be people living there. You discover some traces of human life and some signs of a strange culture, while looking for where to set up your camp for the night. You do not see or encounter any local people, but you can feel their hidden presence around you. 

The next morning when all of you wake up, you realise that you are surrounded by some 15 members of a local tribe that has been living there for ages without having any contact at all with the rest of the world. You are scared and you do not feel fully safe in front of the island people as their physical appearance is so powerful and their facial expressions are not at all easy to interpret. After all you are in their territory and they most likely consider you and your friends as intruders there. 
In an effort to convince the islanders that you have come with good intentions, you try to initiate a discussion with them to explain where you come from and what brought you to their island. You say something in all the languages you have any knowledge of only to realise that the island people do not understand a word you are trying to tell them. They are puzzled, you even more so. What to do?  
Your task with your shipwrecked mates is now to try to find a way how to explain to the islanders where you come from (i.e. your place of origin - a European country/European Union) and what the essence of the European societies is, such as values and ideals (e.g. social justice, equal opportunities, free mobility of people, etc.). With your pair/small group discuss how you could introduce yourselves to the islanders by using various symbols and body language to express yourselves and describe the above items. Remember that you do not share a language in common with these island people. GOOD LUCK AND HAVE GREAT FUN!   
