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Giving access to tertiary education

Giving access to tertiary education in selected fields

Possible progression routes

Apprenticeship is available (WBL 67%)

Entry through validation of adults' prior learning (formal/informal/non-formal)

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institutionWBL
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Master programmes,
1-2 years

Upper secondary 
VET programmes

WBL ca 50%, 2 or 3 years

Bachelor programmes,
3 years 
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EQF 4
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Upper secondary 
technological programmes,

3 years

ISCED 554

Higher technician programmes 
(BTS)  WBL 30%, 2 years

 

 

EQF 8

ISCED 756-844

PhD programmes,
3 years 

Vocational education and training system chart: France

NB: ISCED-P 2011. 
Source: Cedefop, & Centre for the Development of Information on Continuing Training (Centre In�o). (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – France: 
system description. In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions 
[Database]. www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/france-u3

Professional master programmes, 
WBL up to 50%, 2 years

EQF 7

ISCED 757 (•)

Professional bachelor 
programmes (licence 
professionnelle/BUT)

EQF 6

ISCED 655

WBL 10%, 3 years

Programmes
at public
or private

higher colleges
of excellence   
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