
 

General education programmes
VET programmes
Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults

Officially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Professional experience required to enter

18+ 12+

SECONDARY LEVEL

POST-SECONDARY
LEVEL

TERTIARY LEVEL ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING
(outside the school system)

CVET
for employees 

Courses for
unemployed and 
other vulnerable 

groups

Private training 
courses for adults

7

8

12

1116

1015

1217

1318

13

914

1015

Giving access to tertiary education

Giving access to tertiary education in the previously acquired field

Possible progression routes
Prior education may be recognised a�ecting programme duration

Universities of applied science Duale Hochschule

Fachschule/Fachakademie Berufsakademien

,Lower secondary programmes
(lower secondary school leaving certificate)

3 years

ISCED 844

ISCED 747

ISCED 645

ISCED 344

ISCED 244 ISCED 244

ISCED 645

ISCED 444, 453, 454

ISCED 354 ISCED 354

EQF 4
EQF 4

EQF 3

EQF 7EQF 7

EQF 6EQF 6

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 3

EQF 2

EQF 4

EQF 1-2

rLower seconda y programmes, 
 (intermediate school leaving certificate)

4 years

General
education 
programmes
2-3 years 

Master programmes
1-2 years

General educ.
programmes with 
vocational orientation
incl. WBL  
2-3 years

Apprenticeship 
programmes, WBL ca. 75% 

2-3.5 years

Specialised programmes
incl. WBL 1-3 years

School-
based VET 
programmes incl. WBL
 1-3 years ransition progT r., 1 year

PhD programmes, duration varies

Bachelor 
programmes 

3-4 years
 

ISCED 344

ISCED 254

YEARS in E&TAGE

End of compulsory general education

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institutionWBL

EQF 8

Bachelor 
programmes 

incl. WBL

3-4 years

Master programmes 
incl. WBL
1-2 years ISCED 747

EQF 4-5

EQF 2

ADVANCED VOCATIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXAMS

ISCED 655

Advanced 
vocational 

programmes 
incl. WBL

1.5-4 years

EQF 6

EQF 7

Professional specialist

EQF 6

ISCED 554

Master professional
(management expert)

Bachelor professional (Master 
craftsperson, specialist)

ISCED 554, 655

EQF 5

EQF 7

NB: ISCED-P 2011. 
Source: Cedefop, & Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB). (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – Germany: system 
description. In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions 
[Database]. www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/germany-u3

Vocational education and training system chart: Germany

(*)

(*) End of education and training obligation


