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Possible progression routes 

End of compulsory education irrespective of education level achieved

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institutionWBL

Giving access to tertiary education 

Bachelor
programmes,

4 years

EQF 6

ISCED 645

EQF 6

ISCED 655

Professional bachelor
programmes, 

3 years
ISCED 766

Integrated 
bachelor 

and master 
programmes, 

5-6 years

EQF 7
Master programmes, 

1-2 years
ISCED 767

PhD programmes,
3-4 years 

EQF 8

ISCED 864

TERTIARY LEVEL
Continuing vocational training

WBL: min. 50%, FP: F (Е)

EQF 4

Vocational 
training, WBL: min. 
60%, up to 1 year

FP: B (Б) 

EQF 3

Vocational training
WBL: min. 70% up 

to 6 months, FP: A (А)

EQF 2

Continuing vocational training
WBL: min. 60%, FP: F (Е)

EQF 3

Continuing vocational training
WBL: min. 70%, FP: F (Е)

EQF 2

Vocational training for 
partial qualification at EQF 
levels 2, 3 or 4, FP: E (Д)

Vocational training 
WBL: min. 50% 
up to 1.5 years

FP: B (Б)

EQF 4

ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING for adults (16+)

POST-SECONDARY LEVELEQF 5
Post-secondary VET, up to 
2 years, WBL: min. 50%, 

FP: D (Г)
ISCED 454

ISCED 352

EQF 2

Secondary
education
stage two,

2 years

EQF 4

ISCED 344

Secondary education
stage one,

3 years
ISCED 342

Lower secondary
(basic education)

programmes
ISCED 244

EQF 2

Mainly 
school-based

VET, 
5 years, 

WBL: 
min. 60%,
FP: C (B)

ISCED 354

Mainly 
school-based 
VET, 2 years,

WBL: 
min. 50%, 
FP: C (B)
ISCED 354

EQF 2

Mainly school-based VET, 
3 years, WBL: min. 70%,

FP: A (А)

ISCED 352

EQF 3

Mainly 
school-based

VET, 
4 years, 

WBL: 
min. 60%,
FP: B (Б)

ISCED 352

EQF 3
Mainly school-based VET, 
1 year, WBL: min. 60%,
FP: C (B) ISCED 354

EQF 3

Mainly 
school-based
VET, 2 years,

WBL: min. 60%,
FP: C (B)

ISCED 354

Mainly school-based VET, 
1 year, WBL: min. 50%, FP: C (B)

ISCED 354

EQF 4

ISCED 354

Mainly 
school-

based VET, 
5 years, 

WBL:
min. 50%
FP: C (B)

EQF 4

Mainly school-based VET, 
1 year, WBL: min. 60%, 
FP: B (Б) ISCED 352

EQF 3
Mainly school-based VET, 
1 year, WBL: min. 70%,
FP: A (А)

Framework programmeFP

EQF 3 EQF 4

Vocational education and training system chart: Bulgaria


