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Definition / background of VET teachers

VET teachers in Austria are teachers in vocational schools: part time vocational schools,
secondary technical and vocational schools (BMS) or secondary technical and vocational
colleges (BHS). All “real” VET teachers (teachers in professional subjects) must have at least
two years of relevant professional experience after initial vocational training and before
starting the post-secondary training college for teachers. Some VET teachers have to have
studied on an University. (Anyway the Austrian post-secondary training colleges for teachers
would be called universities in most European countries.)

To my opinion VET teachers should have the following competences:

• Up to date in their profession
• Practice orientation
• Ability to use action oriented teaching methods
• Learner oriented attitude
• Ability to use new media
• Ability to moderate learning processes
• Ability to moderate social processes
• Ability to assess learners needs
• Ability to plan the courses and lessons in accordance to the curriculum

Career of VET teachers

There exists no “standard career” for VET teachers in Austria. Some are able to become head
teachers in vocational schools, some change to school administration, some to professional
work in enterprises.



Challenges and initiatives in vocational teacher training

The following topics are focus of the policy and the measures from the Austrian Federal
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture for the further training of teachers:

• Promotion of key qualifications, self-development, communication skills
• School development, school autonomy, training for head teachers
• Training firms
• Teacher training in enterprises, work placements
• Internationalisation
• European citizenship awareness
• Foreign languages (as language of instruction)
• International Certificates
• Communication technology, new media
• Environmental education

System for professionalisation during the teaching career

In-service teacher training and further training for teachers is carried out at the in-service
teacher training colleges (PIs), mostly in from of seminars.
A very interesting and valuable measure is further training for VET teachers by work
placements in enterprises.

The effect of increasing internationalisation on the work of VET teachers

Young people from about 160 countries are visiting Austrian schools. A variety of languages
and cultures is in Austrian schools not unusual but usual. Integration is a teaching principle
for teachers.

Besides the above mentioned focus for the further training of teachers many schools and
teachers are involved in EU projects (Leonardo da Vinci etc.)


