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Overview

▪ Introduction to the tool 

▪ Short methodological overview

▪ Insights from the November 2024 update
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Introduction
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future demand

▪ to inform assessments of 
future skills needs and the 
extent to which current 
trends and policy might help 
the country meet those 
skills needs

future skills

▪ to stimulate informed policy 
debates and forms part of 
the Cedefop toolkit for 
labour market analysts

policy debate

▪ to project future labour 
demand for the next two 
years

▪ to provide regular, short-
term projections of 
employment by occupation 
and Member State

The short-term anticipatory system (STAS) was developed to both augment and complement the existing 

suite of skills anticipation tools in Europe.



Methodology
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▪ Combined/mixed approach, using time-series econometric techniques

1. Employment by country and occupation: ARMA/ARIMA

2. Employment by country and sector: VAR/VECM, as in Lovaglio (2020)
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Project employment by 

1-digit occupation

Disaggregate from 1- to 

2-digit occupations 

using EU-LFS extract

Model occupational 

demands according to 

(the dynamics of) their 

past values and errors

1. ARIMA(X) 2. VAR/VECM 3. Naïve forecast 

Project employment by 1-

digit sector

Disaggregate to 2-digit 

occupations using EU-

LFS extract

Model sectoral demands 

as the relationship 

between employment 

and vacancies, including 

(the dynamics of) their 

past values

Project employment 

directly by 2-digit 

occupation

Take growth over the 

previous eight quarters 

(two years) and use to 

project forward

Implementation
The baseline forecast is the average of (up to) three underlying forecasts:
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The STAS tool
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Short-term projections: November 2024

Baseline
   

7

▪ Employment by sector and occupation, quarterly, 13/09/2024

▪ Vacancies by sector, quarterly, 19/11/2024

▪ Employment by sector and occupation, annual, 12/09/2024

▪ Employment by 2-digit occupations, annual, 12/09/2024

Final projection
   

▪ Aligning the STAS baseline to total employment growth by 

Member State provided by DG-ECFIN AMECO Autumn 

2024 

▪ The occupational distribution of the Member State comes 

from STAS baseline 



Overall employment

EU27 employment (‘000), STAS baseline (    ) and 

Ameco baseline (     )  

Employment (% growth) by Member State, 2025



Employment change (absolute numbers)
Ameco baseline
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EU27, 2024, ‘000 EU27, 2025, ‘000



Employment growth, EU27, Ameco baseline, 2025
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3.3%

Science and engineering 
professionals
   

Growth in all Member States, 
especially in Malta, Austria and 
Cyprus

Stagnation in Estonia and Bulgaria

Market-oriented skilled 
agricultural workers 
   

Decline in most Member States, 
but with small increase in Slovakia, 
Latvia, Hungary

Food processing, 
woodworking, garment and 
other craft and related trades 
workers 
   

Decline in more than half of the Member 
States, but with small increase in France, 
Spain Hungary

1.6%

-0.6%

-1.8%

ICT professionals
   

Growth in all Member States

Top 3: Malta, Portugal, Poland

Bottom 3: Finland, Denmark, Slovenia



Employment EU-27 is expected to increase in 2024 and in 2025 by ~ 1 million 

Professional and associate professionals drive the employment increase.

Employment growth is distributed unequally among Member States.

Medium skilled jobs such as agricultural and fisheries work and trade-

related workers in manufacturing are expected to decline.
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Conclusions
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