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Thessaloniki, 20 June 2019 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Many Bulgarians consider vocational education and training to be a 
quicker way to a good job 

While other European Union (EU) Member States see vocational education and 
training (VET) as inferior to general education, many Bulgarians consider it a 
quicker route to a good job, according to an opinion survey on VET carried out 
by Cedefop. 

Around 51% of upper-secondary students in Bulgaria follow vocational 
programmes, compared to 46% in Germany and 49% in the EU as a whole. Most 
choose VET on the advice of family and friends and because they think that it 
provides the best chance of finding a job. The survey found that VET participants 
are more likely than those who followed general education to say that their 
course helped them to develop communication skills, the ability to work with 
others and sense of initiative and entrepreneurship.  

 

Evidence from the survey is that VET participants find a job quicker. Around 50% 
of VET participants found a job either before or within a month of completing 
their studies compared to 40% of general education participants. Some 61% of 
survey respondents also agreed that VET leads to well-paid jobs.  

Government policies to make VET an attractive learning option may be having 
an effect. In contrast with the majority of Member States (see Table above), 

90 88 85 84 84 83 82 80 79 79 78 77 76 76 75 75 75 74 73 73 72 70 70 69 68 66 65 
61 

45 

9 7 10 8 13 14 14 13 18 18 15 11 15 18 12 15 21 17 11 14 20 17 24 12 20 28 22 
33 

40 

1 5 5 8 3 3 4 7 3 3 7 12 9 6 13 10 4 9 16 13 8 13 6 19 12 6 13 6 15 

 Total 'agree'  Total 'disagree'  Don't know

 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
 STUDENTS WITH LOW GRADES ARE DIRECTED TOWARDS VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN (COUNTRY) 
(%)  



 page 2 of 2 

Bulgarians do not think of VET as a ‘second category’ education for students 
with low grades. Some 72% of VET participants surveyed said that they would 
recommend vocational education to a young person; only 25% of general 
education participants would recommend general education. Some 94% of 
Bulgarian upper-secondary VET participants also said that, overall, they were 
totally satisfied with the quality of teaching they received, the general and work-
related skills they acquired and the equipment available. This is well above the 
EU average of 87% and the second highest in the EU behind Malta’s 96%. 

However, there is more work to do. The survey found that 65% think that the 
Bulgarian government should prioritise investment in VET over investment in 
general education. Consideration is being given to increasing work-based 
learning in upper-secondary VET in Bulgaria and to developing VET curricula 
based on learning outcomes (what someone can do at the end of any type of 
learning experience, not just in school).  

Bulgaria has made progress in breaking down the unfair stereotypes often linked 
to VET and making it an attractive learning option. An experience other Member 
States could learn from. 

Notes to editors: 

• More in Cedefop opinion survey on vocational education and training in Europe: 
Bulgaria (in English only) 

• See also: VET in Bulgaria 

Cedefop’s opinion survey, published in 2017, provides new insights in what Europeans 
think of vocational education and training, its ability to give people the right skills and to 
help VET graduates find a job. The survey aims to inform policies to make VET a more 
attractive and effective learning option. It was conducted in June 2016 and examined EU 
citizens’ awareness and opinions on VET’s attractiveness and effectiveness and personal 
experiences of VET at upper secondary level (typically age 16-18). The survey comprised 
more than 35 000 interviews of a representative sample of Europeans across all Member 
States. 

 

Read Cedefop’s press releases here. 

Subscribe to Cedefop’s other media products (newsletter, magazine, briefing notes, etc.) 
by creating a user account on our website. 
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About Cedefop 
The European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop), an agency 
of the European Union based in Thessaloniki, Greece, supports European policy-making 
in the field of vocational education and training.  
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