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Thessaloniki, 13 October 2017 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Here is what Europeans think of vocational education and training! 

Cedefop has published the report of its first European opinion survey on 
vocational education and training (VET). The survey provides an unprecedented 
perspective on citizens’ opinions on awareness, attractiveness, experience and 
effectiveness of VET in the European Union (EU).  

A total of over 35,500 face-to-face interviews were conducted with citizens of all 
EU Member States. 

Findings show that the vast majority of EU citizens (86%) have heard of VET. 
However, only half (48%) of respondents whose education was primarily general 
said they received information about VET when making a decision about their 
upper secondary education. 

Two thirds of Europeans (68%) think that VET at upper secondary stage has a 
positive image in their country. Respondents in Malta (89%), Finland (84%), the 
Czech Republic (77%), the UK (75%) and Italy (75%) are most likely to say that 
vocational training has a positive image. 

 

On a less positive note, three in four EU citizens (75%) agree that students with 
low grades are directed towards vocational education in their country, but 87% of 
VET students are happy with the work-related skills they developed and six in 10 
said they found their first long-term job before or within a month of finishing their 
studies. 

http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/publications/5562
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Just over half of Europeans (54%) agree that it is easy to continue into higher 
education such as university after vocational education at upper secondary level. 
However, only 39% of respondents who had vocational education at upper 
secondary level report continuing to higher education. 

There is support for national governments prioritising investment in vocational 
education at upper secondary stage. Respondents are most likely to be in favour 
in Slovakia (76%), Slovenia (75%), Hungary (71%), Poland (70%), the Czech 
Republic (66%), Croatia (65%), Bulgaria (65%) and France (64%). Support for 
prioritising general education is highest in Ireland (43%), the UK (43%), Malta 
(36%), Germany (36%) and Austria (36%). 

EU citizens generally agree that VET plays an important role in society, 
specifically by strengthening their country’s economy (84% agree), reducing 
unemployment (80%) and tackling social exclusion (78%). 

Cedefop Director James Calleja said about the survey: ‘VET can play a strategic 
role in providing the EU with a workforce ready for the challenges lying ahead. 
Improving and maintaining high-level workforce skills and competences is 
essential to ensuring that Europe remains competitive and innovative against 
increasing global competition, fast-changing labour market needs and 
demographic challenges. However, participation in both upper secondary and 
continuous VET differs greatly among Member States and overall is still far from 
EU targets. This survey helps us understand why.’ 

For more information on the findings and specific insights into Member States, 
download the survey report. 

To arrange interviews, contact the Cedefop press office (details below). 
 

Read Cedefop’s press releases here. 

Subscribe to Cedefop’s other media products (newsletter, magazine, briefing notes, etc.) 
by creating a user account on our website. 
 
Contact 
Press Officer: Rosy Voudouri  
Tel: +30 2310 490012, email: rosy.voudouri@cedefop.europa.eu 

Head of Department for Communication: Gerd Oskar Bausewein 
Tel: +30 2310 490288, email: gerd-oskar.bausewein@cedefop.europa.eu 
 
About Cedefop 
The European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop), an agency 
of the European Union based in Thessaloniki, Greece, supports European policy-making 
in the field of vocational education and training.  
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