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However, the concept and the introduction of this VET system have caused great 
controversy among professionals and stakeholders in VET. Some critics claim that 
this form of VET – though it may somewhat alleviate the current crisis of labour 
shortage – is not only insufficient to bring about substantial change in the 
predicament of disadvantaged students with severe gaps in basic competences, but 
also inadequate. Given the fact that the majority of VET students come from 
disadvantaged background, with a great proportion of them performing very poorly 
on the PISA tests, it is likely that they will end up in the shortened training 
programme. This is so partly because shorter training for their children is in the 
economic interest of these families. In addition, the great majority of students who 
enrol in vocational training leave primary school with severe deficiencies in their 
basic competences and after school failures and difficulties, with a general aversion 
to learning.  

The 3-year VET programme will hardly allow the improvement of the skills and 
competences of these students, nor the opportunity of preparing them for lifelong 
learning. It would be inevitable to provide catching-up programmes for these 
students, experts claim, however, at present such programmes are virtually non-
operational or ineffective. 

Some critics of early VET forecast gloomy labour market prospects for a segment of 
a population among which unemployment is already soaring. According to the 
conclusions of several surveys and analyses (e.g. Kézdi-Köllő-Varga, 2008) the 
massive unemployment rates among VET graduates, even in those jobs which are in 
short supply in the labour market, is due in large part to the low level of their 
competences, therefore the existence of a VET certificate is not expected to bring 
about positive changes. 
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