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A typical structure of a national 

syllabus 

 

1. Goals to aim for 

2. Vocational competences  

3. Learning objectives (LOs): 

 

 

 

 

Formative: 

  

Informative: 

  

 



How is a national syllabus converted by 1, 2 

or more teachers into a teaching module? 

1. The starting point is the formative LOs: 

the development of those vocational skills that 

are closely connected to key occupational tasks.  

 

2. The teachers define complex key vocational 

tasks – basis for teaching modules. 

 



The teaching module design 

3. Teachers follow the holistic competence concept 

(synergy of skills, knowledge and attitudes) to 

enhance students’ vocational competence 

development: 

a) Select content - vocational knowledge 

(related to informative LOs). 

b) Select content - general knowledge (LOs of 

general subject of the VET programme). 

c) Select key competences (National syllabi for 

key competences). 



Interpretation (not implementation) 

of a national curriculum! 

 LOs and competences are mostly not directly 

expressed in terms of key vocational tasks. 

 

 The teachers re-design the LOs and appropriate them 

to key vocational tasks,  enriched by underpinning 

knowledge and key competences.  

 

 Teachers aim for “contextual coherence”, not 

“conceptual coherence” (Muller, 2009).  



The teaching module includes also a detailed 

lessons and assessment plan (below: a 

section): 

. 



Why this approach in not followed by 

all teachers? 

 Not suitable for all programmes;  less so 

for more theoretically-based ones.  

 Lack of expertise and willingness for 

change. 

 Lack of readiness for teamwork. 

 Top-down approach: lack of sense of 

ownership and responsability. 

 Organisational obstacles, work overload. 



Why networking between schools and 

cooperation with external experts help remove 

the obstacles? 

 School networking enables knowledge dissemination; 

increases and balances the quality of the educational 

processes and assessment across the country. 

 External experts / institutions support and engage 

teachers in: 

◦ The curricula development,  improvement, 

◦ Writing of textbooks,  learning materials, 

◦ Taking active part in applied projects,  workshops,  conferences – 

Teachers as producers of new pedagogical knowledge, 

(know-how), and disseminators of expertise – sense of 

ownership and responsability develops.  


