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This paper focuses on the use of licensing as a means of increasing skills provision and certification amongst a range of 
low carbon occupations in the UK. This paper is part of a programme at the Centre for Climate Change Economics and 
Policy (CCCEP), which has identified the range of market and governance failures in the provision of low carbon skills 
and the measures adopted to address these failures (Jagger et al., 2011). Currently, licensing is used in the UK for 
Energy Auditors producing Energy Performance Certificates and for SMEs working under the Microgeneration 
Certification Scheme. Additionally, similar licensing schemes are currently under development for Nuclear New Build 
Inspectors, Green Deal Assessors and Green Deal Installers. These new schemes will be critical to the success of the 
proposed UK nuclear new build and the Green Deal Scheme, which enables household to finance energy efficiency 
improvements recommended by an accredited adviser and undertaken by an accredited installer. Work by the authors 
for CCCEP’s Mini Stern Review, for Leeds City Region, highlights the size of the potential Green Deal market and types 
of skills that will be required (Gouldson et al., 2011) and provides a local case study of licensing. Previous UK experience 
with CORGI, Gas Safe and Electrical Installers licensing schemes have shown increased competence and consumer 
confidence with gas installers and electricians using these schemes, who largely come from SMEs. As such, it is hoped 
that the new licensing low carbon schemes will provide greater low carbon skills and greater confidence in these skills. 
This paper will examine the potential for increasing the use of licensing and certification for low carbon skills, the 
difficulties that could arise with this approach and how it aims to address relevant market failures. 


