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Prevention and Reduction of Poverty and
Social Exclusion through Education,
Vocational Training and Lifelong Learning

Description

This European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Key Issues and Promising Practices Paper
provides a grassroots assessment of the current state of play and new developments in the
education field, from the perspective of people experiencing poverty and social exclusion
and from NGOs providing support, guidance and services to them. It proposes key
messages and policy recommendations mainly to national policy makers, but also to
European institutions in the context of EU policy initiatives relevant for education,
vocational training and lifelong learning:

1. Increase policy efforts towards ensuring universal, quality, inclusive, accessible and
affordable education, vocational training and lifelong learning, going beyond the
existing Europe 2020 targets.

2. Promote inclusive and universal public education and lifelong learning across the life
cycle, ending discrimination and segregation and ensuring nobody is left behind.

3. Tackle the root causes of poor educational performance, including early school-leaving,
by looking at education, vocational training and lifelong learning in a holistic approach,
and by defining education through the life course as a social right

4. Remove financial and other obstacles faced by vulnerable groups and people in
poverty in accessing education, vocational training, and lifelong learning at all stages.

5. Education, vocational training and lifelong learning have to be organised in a way to
lead to quality jobs and decent employment conditions and to support ways out of
poverty and social exclusion.

6. Education is more than responding to labour market and employers’ needs.

7. Support people’s right to access educational opportunities throughout the life cycle, by
providing them with the necessary support and second-chance opportunities.

8. Tackle the digital divide in access to education, to ensure that people in vulnerable
situations can reap the full potential of the digital revolution.

9. Support ownership and participation in educational systems which promote human
dignity, active citizenship, and strong democracies.

10. Reverse the cuts to education systems in the last decade and restore adequate funding
for education and lifelong learning

The report also includes a compilation of promising practices. Download the full document
here.

Beneficiaries
Early leavers from education and training Learners with behaviour issues
Unemployed young people Learners who lack employability skills

Downloads


https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EAPN-EAPN_Education_Training_Lifelong_Learning_Paper-4359.pdf
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources?target_group%255B4339%255D=4339
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources?target_group%255B6276%255D=6276
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources?target_group%255B6269%255D=6269
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources?target_group%255B4796%255D=4796
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Related intervention approaches

Comprehensive support to
tackle complex needs

Source URL: https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/en/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources/prevention-and-
reduction-poverty-and-social-exclusion-through-education
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