CeEDeEFOP
s Poland

REFERENCE YEAR 2026

UNDERSTANDING OF APPRENTICESHIPS IN THE NATIONAL
CONTEXT

Content updates and contributors

Version 2026
Drafted by Andrzej Stepnikowski, Member of Cedefop Community of apprenticeship experts
for Poland

Q5. Relevant information that is essential to understanding the specificity of
apprenticeships in the country.

VET in Poland at upper-secondary level is mainly offered through technical schools (EQF
level 4 - teckhnikum) and branch (sectoral) schools at two levels: first-level branch
schools (EQF level 3, szkota branzowa pierwszego stopnia - formerly known as basic
vocational schools) and second-level branch schools (EQF level 4 - szkota branzowa
drugiego stopnia). Post-secondary level VET programmes are also offered (EQF level 5)
[1].

According to a working definition of the Ministry of Education, dual education is a
combination of theoretical education at school and practical vocational education at the
employer’s premises (“Dual education in the Polish vocational education model.
Cooperation with entrepreneurs with special emphasis on the changes resulting from the
Act of 20 February 2015 amending the Act on the education system and some other
acts") [2].

This kind of “Dual system” is also specified at the Regulation of the Minister for National
Education of 22 February 2019 on practical vocational education (Journal of Laws of
2019, item. 391- where it is not restricted only to apprentices (juvenile workers at 1st
Level Branch Schools) but it refers to other forms of cooperation between school and
employer, such as shorter-term traineeships in programmes of technical schools, 2nd
Level Branch Schools and post-lyceum schools.

However, not all the forms of workplace training included in this context respond to
Cedefop’s definition of apprenticeships and to the Council recommendation of 5 March
2018 on a European framework for quality and effective apprenticeships no 6779/18 -
such conditions are only fulfilled by the scheme offered to juvenile workers, according to
the art. 3. point 6 of above mentioned the Craft Act (Journal of Laws of 2019, item. 1495)
which states that vocational preparation in crafts is realized based on the dual system.
[1] https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/poland

[2] Dokument Ministerstwa Edukacji Narodowej pt. ,Ksztatcenie dualne w polskim
modelu szkolnictwa zawodowego. Wspétpraca z przedsiebiorcami ze szczegdlnymi
uwzglednieniem zmian wynikajgcych z ustawy z dnia 20 lutego 2015 r. 0 zmianie ustawy
0 systemie osSwiaty oraz niektérych innych ustaw”.

[3] The Regulation of the Minister for National Education of 22 February 2019 on
practical vocational education (Journal of Laws of 2019, item. 391
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