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Q5. Relevant information that is essential to understanding the specificity of
apprenticeships in the country.

The only mainstream apprenticeship schemes with a stable legal basis that meet the
criteria of Cedefop database are formation en alternance and convention de stage.
Cedefop database provides a scheme fiche for formation en alternance only.

Previously, young people who sought to follow an apprenticeship scheme could opt for
two separate tracks: through CEFA or IFAPME/SFPME. The Minister of employment and
training of the Walloon Region stated in May 2015: "These are two worlds and two
different philosophies. The pathways, the structures, the apprenticeship contracts,
funding or incentives are not identical. This leads to sterile competition between
learners, training organizations and even businesses." To harmonize the systems, a
framework cooperation agreement on "formation en alternance" was signed by the
Walloon Region, the French Community (now: Wallonia- Brussels Federation) and French
Community Commission of the Brussels-Capital Region on 24 October 2008 (modified by
addendum dated 27 March 2014), which lead, nearly 7 years later in July 2015, to the
introduction of three decrees, one at each level of power, implementing the framework
cooperation agreement on "formation en alternance”. The cooperation agreement (as of
October 2008, not implemented until 2015) aims at simplifying, harmonizing and
promoting the mobility of learners, and on 1 September 2015 it established a common
contract for all operators of “formation en alternance”, i.e. the so-called contract
d’alternance. These operators are overseen by the OFFA (Office Francophone de la
Formation en Alternance) whose mission is the coordination of “formation en
alternance” in French-speaking Belgium. A full overhaul of the two tracks is being
carried out since the school year 2015/2016 to achieve a unique apprentice status, a
common apprenticeship contract (contrat d’alternance) and equal conditions for all
employers.
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