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Description

This policy brief examines how early identification of learner needs is a cornerstone of
inclusive education and a key condition for ensuring school success for all. It highlights a
persistent tension in European systems between formal identification approaches on the
one hand, which risk stigmatising learners and reinforcing inequalities, and the absence of
systematic identification on the other, which leaves vulnerable students unsupported. The
brief calls for a shift towards holistic, preventative, and non-categorical approaches that
allow schools to respond promptly before difficulties intensify. Four enabling conditions are
identified: needs-based identification, multidisciplinary support structures, flexible
resourcing, and ethical data governance.

Countries

Downloads
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Related intervention approaches

Identification of learners at
risk of early leaving

Source URL: https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/en/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources/early-identification-
learner-needs

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/resources?country%255B347%255D=347
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/pathways_to_school_success-nc0126012enn.pdf
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/intervention-approaches/identification-learners-risk-early-leaving
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