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Background
By presenting an integrated vision of the digital transition for compulsory education in the
French Community (Wallonia-Brussels Federation), the Digital strategy for education
(Stratégie numérique pour l'éducation en Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles) underlines the
need to invest in digital skills from compulsory education (starting from age 5 until age 18),
to give all citizens the capacity and the means to act.

The French Community Wallonia-Brussels Federation thus joins the initiatives of the Federal
Government and the regional governments, which aim to develop a long-term digital vision
for society.

Objectives
To address the skills required by the digital society for today and tomorrow.

Description
Compulsory education

The digital strategy for education was adopted in 2018 and then implemented. The strategy
includes the following five axes:

(a) defining digital content and resources for learning,
(b) providing support and training to teachers and heads of school,
(c) defining modalities of school digital equipment,
(d) sharing, communicating and disseminating,
(e) developing digital governance.

Digital competence is regarded both as a learning object and a support to other disciplines.
Digital education will require active practice in all disciplines and will play a key role in
bringing together mathematics, science, manual, technical and technological skills,
especially in the new common core compulsory curriculum of learners up to age 16.
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Non-compulsory education/adult education

In 2017, as part of the implementation of e-learning in adult education, a good practice
sharing platform and a learning platform were set up (crp.education). Modules of online
courses were made available to all adult education institutions. In 2018, the first call for
collaborations for the production of shared online course modules was organised and were
then shared in 2019.

A digital strategy for adult education was formalised in 2020, in view of the collective
experience of remote learning during the COVID-19 pandemic crisis. It is the result of
consultation and should enable schools to adapt to the evolution of digital practices and
new connected uses. It focuses on four areas:

(a) increasing the equipment available,
(b) increasing support for teachers and in-service training,
(c) implementing quality standards for hybrid teaching,
(d) creating more shareable course modules.

Pedagogical Resource Centre

The initial objective of the Pedagogical resource centre is to support the production and use
of techno-pedagogical resources for teachers of adult education and the E-Learning
department. The centre is involved in a process of sharing content and inspiring practices.
In this context, its productions have been made available to the entire teaching community
of all types and at all levels since the health crisis of March 2020.

It accompanies the deployment of the digital strategy supported by the European recovery
plan and coordinates the communities of techno-pedagogues in social promotion education
and in full-service higher education.

Its objectives include:

(a) to develop, coordinate and improve the organisation of e-learning teaching units by
providing teachers technical and techno-pedagogical resources;

(b) to design a platform for sharing good pedagogical practices initiated by the teachers
and endorsed by the inspection service.

2018 Approved/Agreed
2019 Implementation

In 2019, a digital educational resource platform was set up (e-classe), to which all
teachers have access free of charge.

Collaboration between the Pedagogical Resource Centre and the inter-network
continuing vocational training institute (Institut interréseaux de la Formation
professionnelle continue) for the production of a hybrid training course for nursery
schoolteachers based on the initial competency framework.

2020 Implementation

Compulsory education/Adult education

In 2020, in the course of the COVID-19 crisis, the Government boosted the
implementation of the strategy by accelerating the provision of digital equipment. It
adopted the '1:1 model', one device per upper-secondary learner.

A new platform for hybrid learning and teaching has been set up and is available to all
schools - HAPPI.

Accelerated e-learning courses have been designed and delivered to strengthen
French Community's teachers' digital skills needed for hybrid teaching.

The production of educational resources has been accelerated and shared on the 'e-
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classe' tool. Examples include guidelines on communication tools with learners and a
General Data Protection Regulation guide for schools, a guide to video-conferencing
tools for distance learning and TV broadcasts for learners with pedagogical support
sheets for teachers.

Non-compulsory education

Increased knowledge sharing:

(a) extension of productions sharing for teachers of all types and levels in March
2020 on a free and guided access learning platform ('maclasse.crp.education');

(b) broadcast of peer-supported experience-sharing videos: 'What's new in digital
pedadogy?' and others on elements of digital use 'Pinch of salt';

(c) webinars for teachers to support the use of digital tools.

'New Delegated Nursing Acts' modules were completed in 2020. These modules are
produced by teachers from several institutions and encourage collaboration.

2021 Implementation

Compulsory education

In 2021, a second component regarding access to digital equipment was delivered for
secondary learners through the provision to parents of flat-rate compensation to buy
digital equipment, and specific solidarity mechanisms to ensure equal access to
disadvantaged groups.

A communication campaign of nine video clips, Grâce au numérique, je peux, has been
launched. It aims for teachers to capitalise on digital practices acquired during the
COVID-19 crisis and to motivate them to pursue and develop new practices.

The deployment of coach/advisors specialised in digital learning and in charge of
accompanying teachers and school leaders in the implementation of the digital
transition has been sped-up. High level specialised training sessions in digital learning
and teaching were held, targeting the coach/advisors specialised in digital learning,
trainers of the continuing vocational training for teachers institute, ministry agents in
charge of digital transition.

The law reforming continuing vocational training for teachers has been introduced,
reflecting the need for training in the use of digital technology in education. The
framework chosen to define education professionals' competences is the EU
DigCompEDU. A partnership between the Government and the French public interest
group Pix, which aims to improve digital literacy, has taken place for the future
deployment of online platform Pix as a solution for teacher self-evaluation regarding
their digital competences.

New publications, guidelines and updates when necessary were published on the
digital educational resource platform, covering cyberbullying, digital environmental
impact and associated topics. TV broadcasts for primary pupils are still airing once a
week, with pedagogical support for teachers available on the digital educational
resource platform. A digital format aiming at secondary learners went through from 23
March 2021 to 18 May 2021.

Created by law, the stakeholder committee in charge of school digital transition has
initiated its works.

Non-compulsory education

Activities launched in 2020 were continued in 2021.

The learning platform Moodle, made modules of online courses available to all 'social
promotion' institutions. The new delegated nursing acts modules were completed in
2020 and shared in 2021. The childcare assistants modules were under development
and will be disseminated in 2022. Both projects have encouraged collaboration
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between a number of institutions and teachers, promoting the idea of a community of
practice.

The recovery and resilience facility is a four-year project. The Start digital project was
under developmentin cooperation with other regional actors to support and train adults
who are not digitally literate.

2022 Implementation

Compulsory education

A new version of the 'e-classe' educational resources platform was launched on 25th
January 2022.

New publications, guides and their updates, where appropriate, have been released on
the 'e-classe' educational resources platform, covering such topics as women in the
digital world, cybersecurity for schools, and a multimedia teaching pack including a
directory of tools and activities. TV programmes for primary school pupils are still
broadcast once a week, with teaching support for teachers available on the e-
classroom platform.

The core curriculum (Tronc commun) has been adopted and defines the compulsory
learning expectations, including those related to digital skills as a learning object and
as support to other disciplines.

Digital competence for teachers has become a priority focus in the implementation of
the law reforming continuing vocational training for teachers adopted in 2021, with an
implementation starting from the school-year 2022-23.

Non-compulsory education/Adult education

Several new developments were implemented:

(a) follow-up of the winners of the calls for projects and implementation of the new
projects in the educational institutions;

(b) in addition to the 'women in digital' file, production of an online on the subject
and sharing of an interactive publication;

(c) first meetings of techno-pedagogical teams in adult education;
(d) organisation of training sessions and webinars to support schools, managers and

teachers in the adoption of techno-pedagogical practices;
(e) new Decree of the Government of the French Community was adopted on 21

December 2022 and lays down the conditions for the organisation of hybrid
teaching in adult education;

(f) within the framework of the partnership with the French public interest grouping
Pix, Pix environments have been offered to Adult Education establishments,
colleges, higher arts establishments, and universities wishing to use it. A working
group defined 12 diagnostic campaigns which were implemented for all Adult
Education institutions.

2023 Implementation

Compulsory education

In January 2023, the first self-diagnosis pathway was launched and made available to
members of the teaching staff. The pathway is divided into two modules and deals
with topics related to the manual, technical, technological and digital training
reference framework.

The compulsory learning expectations related to the digital competences were added
in the core curriculum (Tronc commun) for the third year of primary school.

The integration of the development of digital skills into the compulsory content of
teacher's pre-service initial training, whatever their subject, has been the subject of
legal provisions, the implementation of which has begun progressively from the start
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of the academic year 2023-24.

The digital educational resource platform (e-classe) now offers collaborative spaces by
and for teachers for the co-creation of tools and resources [phase II], based on a multi-
level feed that also encourages the setting up of sharing communities, supports
communities of practice, and the sharing of practices and information.

The Pix digital skills self-assessment pathway has been further implemented for
teachers with new pathways aimed at teachers concerned with the progressive
implementation of the new curricula. Moreover, a Pix digital skills self-assessment
course for learners has been deployed as a pilot project with voluntering teachers.

The publication of the guide 'Choosing and adapting the school's digital ecosystem'
('Choisir et adapter l'écosystème numérique de l'école') concludes the series of guides
designed to help schools gradually build up their own high-quality, secure digital
ecosystem.

The gradual development of the education system new digital architecture is
continuing through the launch of the 'My Schools' space for school principals and
organising authorities (POs). It enables schools, school principals and organising
authorities, as well as teachers to act on behalf of their school or school principals and
organising authorities.

2024 Implementation

Compulsory education

The learning expectations relating to the digital skills in the curricula (Tronc commun)
became compulsory for the fourth year of primary school.

Two publications about AI and XR (Focus: 'L'intelligence artificielle' and Focus: 'La
réalité étendue en éducation') pursue the series of guides designed to support schools
in the pedagogical use of innovative technologies.

The Pix pilot project for pupils was extended until November of 2024 to better prepare
an overall deployment. Afterwards, the digital skills self-assessment course for
learners was then offered on a regular basis.

Non-compulsory Education

The initiatives targeting adult and higher education institutions have intensified, with
regular interactions between key stakeholders responsible for implementing
regulations on hybrid learning and the digital strategy supported by the European
recovery plan.

The deployment of the Pix tool in these sectors was conducted collaboratively,
facilitating the co-construction of learning pathways tailored to user needs. Through
co-creation workshops involving educational technology advisors and the sharing of
pathways developed by institutions, nearly sixty original learning paths have been
made available to both learners and teachers. Additionally, the development of the
educational monitoring space Pix Orga and the Pix Certif offering certification
functionalities is underway, enabling the organisation and certification of completed
learning paths within institutions. This initiative has tripled the number of Pix users in
three semesters, from 5 900 in early 2023 to 16 200 by the 2024 academic year.

Another notable project is the online training related to delegated nursing procedures,
which allows learners to acquire the necessary theoretical knowledge autonomously.
This training meets the demands expressed by socio-professional partners. It is freely
accessible via an online platform (modigia.cfwb.be), with a blockchain-secured
certificate awarded upon completion. Participants can then continue their practical
training in partner institutions.

Lastly, the publication of the State of Play of Adult Education (APE, 2023) has launched
the project for the Strengthening and Optimisation of Adult Education. Digital
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education is a central pillar of this initiative, which aims to establish agile governance,
centralise and secure digital resources, encourage the creation of shareable
educational content, enhance the digital skills of staff, and equip institutions to support
the digital transition. These efforts, particularly those related to digital education, are a
priority in the 2024-29 Community Policy Declaration.

Bodies responsible
Government of the French Community

Target group
Learners
Learners in upper secondary, including apprentices
Young people (15-29 years old)
Adult learners

Education professionals
Teachers
Trainers
School leaders

Thematic categories
Governance of VET and lifelong learning

Coordinating VET and other policies

Modernising VET infrastructure

Modernising infrastructure for vocational training

Modernising VET offer and delivery

Diversifying modes of learning: face-to-face, digital and/or blended learning;
adaptable/flexible training formats
Developing and updating learning resources and materials
Integrating digital skills and competences in VET curricula and programmes

Teachers, trainers and school leaders competences

Systematic approaches to and opportunities for initial and continuous professional
development of school leaders, teachers and trainers
Supporting teachers and trainers for and through digital

Supporting lifelong learning culture and increasing participation

Promotion strategies and campaigns for VET and lifelong learning

European priorities in VET
VET Recommendation

Flexibility and progression opportunities at the core of
VET
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IVET

VET as a driver for innovation and growth preparing for digital and green transitions and occupations
in high demand

VET as an attractive choice based on modern and digitalised provision of training and
skills

Osnabrück Declaration

Establishing a new lifelong learning culture - relevance of continuing VET and
digitalisation

Subsystem

Further reading
Digital strategy for education in the French Community

Online platform PIX

Related policy developments

Strategy/Action
plan

IVET

2024 Implementation

Pact for Excellence in Education

The Pact for excellence in education was launched in January 2015, with a view to gradual
implementation from 2017 to 2030. This was confirmed and reaffirmed in the Community
Policy Statement covering the period 2019-24.

BELGIUM-FR

Type of development

Subsystem

Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2025). Digital strategy for education in the French
Community: Belgium-FR. In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2025). Timeline of VET
policies in Europe (2024 update) [Online tool].

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/timeline-vet-policies-
europe/search/28037
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