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Background
12 years of experience with the implementation of the Education Act adopted in 2008
resulted in the need for its revision.

Objectives
In 2021, substantial changes in the Education act were introduced. Some of them also have
an impact on the provision of VET, especially in efforts:

(a) to revise the 2008 curricular reform, in particular, to adjust the creation of school
curricula (school educational programmes) to strengthen the development of key
competences;

(b) to streamline admission to secondary schools, e. g. by sending a single electronic
application declaring interest in alternative programmes and secondary schools, and
allowing additional admission corrections in case of entry into dual VET;

(c) to strengthen the impact of external national testing (conducted at the end of lower
secondary education) by enabling students who achieve a 90% success rate to be
admitted to grammar schools and those with an 80% success rate to be admitted to
VET schools without entrance exams;

(d) to introduce flexibility in completing secondary school educational programmes, for
example, by allowing students who meet the requirements of the national curriculum
to take the school-leaving examination in specific subjects in earlier years. Students
will also have the option to voluntarily take the examination in multiple subjects;

(e) to change the guidance, counselling and prevention system, with services to be
provided in five successive support levels. The first will consist of pedagogical and
professional staff and the school support (inclusive) team, the second level will be
carried out by school special pedagogues and school professionals in cooperation with
professionals in the counselling and prevention centres, the third and fourth support
levels will comprise counselling and prevention centres, and the fifth level support will
be provided by specialised counselling and prevention centres;

(f) to create a framework for the establishment of ‘clusters of schools’, which will be a
legal entity with several organisational units, which can be kindergartens, basic and
secondary schools, including VET schools, while these components will no longer be
legal entities;

(g) to define and legally reinforce key terms, e. g. national minority school or inclusive
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education, while establishing a legal obligation to support and improve inclusive
education and prevent potential segregation of children to ensure equal access to
education;

(h) to back the provision of international programmes by legislation;
(i) to reform the pathway of obtaining lower secondary education. To lower the barrier to

enter lower secondary VET programmes for learners from special stream schools, and
early leavers from lower secondary education without completion of the programme.
Mentally challenged graduates with mild intellectual disability from special stream
programmes will be offered the option to achieve the ISCED 2 level general education
by passing externally administered tests. Early school leavers will be offered the
option to achieve ISCED 2 level general education (ISCED 244) via examinations
during their enrolment in lower secondary VET programmes (ISCED 253);

(j) to expand the integration of distance learning within full-time education, in alignment
with the requirements outlined in the respective State educational programme.

Amendment (182/2023) to the Education act focused on inclusive education. It has

(a) defined segregation in education and training;
(b) specified how to understand compliance with the prohibition of segregation;
(c) revised definition of special education needs;
(d) newly introduced ‘support measures’ necessary for a child or learner to fully

participate in education and training and develop their knowledge, skills and abilities
even in the case of special needs;

(e) structured support measures into 21 categories;
introduced a catalogue of support measures designed to enhance individual learners’
knowledge, skills, and abilities, maintained by the education ministry; and

(f) established who provides and who decides on the provision of the relevant support
measures.

In 2024, standards of prohibition of segregation with a manual of implementation were
introduced and the obligation for the education ministry ‘to publish a catalogue of results of
experimental verifications and innovations in education and training on the dedicated
website’.

Description
In January 2021, the education ministry submitted to public discussion an extensive
amendment of the Education act (245/2008), which provoked a heated debate with more
than 1 000 comments, of which more than 680 were fundamental. In March 2021,
therefore, the revised version was resubmitted for public discussion. This discussion was
expected to pave the way to introducing curricular reform and also reforms embedded in
the National recovery and resilience plan (RRP). Public discussion and further legislative
changes related to the RRP followed, predominantly focusing on support of inclusive
education.

2021 Approved/Agreed

A final version of the amendment to the Education Act was adopted by the government
on 25 August 2021 and by the parliament on 20 October 2021.

2022 Implementation

The amendment came into effect on 1 January 2022, with some provisions
implemented later.

2023 Implementation

Three amendments to the Education act were introduced. One (Act No 182/2023)
bringing deep changes focusing on inclusive education with objectives detailed above,
and two with comparably minor changes.
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a. Act No 276/2023 responding to the COVID-19 impact and the need to improve the
physical condition of learners, this amendment mandated at least two teaching hours
of physical and sports education per week. Schools were also recommended to use
optional hours to expand these two teaching hours. In VET schools, this requirement
can conflict with employers’ demands to maximise practice-oriented education;

b. Act No 263/2023 stipulated that schools must ‘create the conditions and provide
cooperation to the personal assistant in performing their tasks’. Although personal
assistants serving persons with severe disabilities are not qualified pedagogues, the
amendment allows them to provide ‘personal assistance during the educational
process and other activities in the school’ as specified by Act No 447/2008.

2024 Implementation

Act No 120/2024 amended also the Education act to respond to employers’ concerns
by exempting VET schools with high practical training needs from the obligatory
provision of two teaching hours per week of physical and sports education. The
legislation also allows all schools to achieve obligatory annual teaching hours of
physical and sports education through relevant afternoon activities.

Act No 290/2024 amending also the Education act introduced standards of prohibition
of segregation with a manual of implementation to comply with the RRP milestone –
100% of schools implementing these standards. Furthermore, a catalogue of results of
experimental verifications and innovations in education and training should address a
long-standing systemic weakness by supporting the dissemination of good practices.
The catalogue will include both major innovations from multi-year experiments and
smaller innovations related to the form, methods, and tools used in education and
training, such as learners’ assessments.

2025 Implementation

The following are the most important changes in the amendment to the Education act
(245/2008), approved on 21 October 2025, affecting VET:

(a) A new VET school category, a secondary industrial school, is recognised (§ 42aa).
These schools will be created via the transformation of some existing VET schools,
conditioned by fulfilling prescribed requirements and approval of the respective
professional or employer organisation (‘sectoral assignee’). Focusing on preparing
high-skilled professionals, these schools must cooperate with higher education
(technical universities in particular) and with technology-driven sectors in the
economy. The involvement of university teachers and practitioners in the
provision of secondary education and expanded internships for secondary
learners is envisaged;

(b) A new wording of the law explicitly empowers companies in dual VET to abolish
the agreement of the director of the partner school with the director of another
school on moving the dual learner to another school (§ 35). Dual learners are
regular students, and, therefore, in the case of other students who are not dual
learners, it is fully up to the agreement of two directors whether they accept the
wish of the learner (or family) to move to another school. The new amendment
also requires that the application for moving to another school must include
confirmation from the centres of counselling and prevention concerning the
special education needs of such learners, provided specific support measures are
expected from another school;

(c) The amendment introduces the possibility of dividing state educational
programmes (national curricula) into educational modules, with an educational
module explicitly understood as an ‘independent, time- and content-consistent
part of an educational programme that determines a set of knowledge, skills and
competences necessary for the performance of a profession, group of professions
or professional activities’ (§ 9(2)). The explanatory note to the draft law states
that it does not create an obligation, but introduces the possibility of using
modules, thereby supporting the modernisation of vocational education and
training and allowing for strengthening cooperation with employers, who can
participate more actively in the creation or modification of specific modules
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according to the requirements of the labour market, and a better transition
between formal and non-formal education;

(d) A variety of programmes leading to the title Diploma specialist (DiS) is newly
introduced, among which are also very short, lasting one year, but also longer,
lasting five years in the case of programmes offered by secondary health schools
and secondary pedagogical schools. Also, for the first time, not only secondary
VET schools but also higher education institutions are entitled to offer a
programme leading to DiS. Although not stipulated by the Education act,
graduates from diverse ISCED 554 studies could receive the ISCED 6 Bachelor's
degree in a shortened way that is regulated by the Higher education act
(300/2025);

(e) A school-leaving examination leading to issuing a certificate of apprenticeship by
a VET school (§ 73(4)) will be conducted based on unified requirements
elaborated by the respective employer representatives (the so-called ‘sectoral
assignees’);

(f) An obligatory ‘maturita’ school-leaving examination in mathematics (§ 74(6)) is
introduced for graduates of those VET programmes that the education ministry
will put on a special list. This will first affect learners who begin their VET
programme in the 2027/28 school year.

Bodies responsible
Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth
Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport (until 2024)

IVET

Target group
Learners
Learners in upper secondary, including apprentices

Education professionals
Teachers
Trainers
School leaders
Guidance practitioners

Entities providing VET
VET providers (all kinds)

Thematic categories
Governance of VET and lifelong learning

Coordinating VET and other policies

Teachers, trainers and school leaders competences

Systematic approaches to and opportunities for initial and continuous professional
development of school leaders, teachers and trainers

Supporting lifelong learning culture and increasing participation

Ensuring equal opportunities and inclusiveness in education and training

Subsystem
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Further reading
Education act No 245/2008 as amended by the Act No 415/2021 (in Slovak)

Education act No 245/2008 as amended by the Act No 323/2025 (in Slovak)

Related policy developments

Regulation/Legislation

IVET CVET

2025 Approved/Agreed

Tertiary VET reinforcement

The education ministry reflected the 2023 Government manifesto by elaborating 40
projects and creating related project teams.

SLOVAKIA

Type of development

Subsystem

Practical
measure/Initiative

IVET CVET

2025 Implementation

Preventing and reducing early leaving from education and
training

The Lifelong learning and counselling strategy for 2021-30, approved by the government
on 24 November 2021, addresses early school leaving in the section ‘Second chance
education and F-type programmes’. It suggests four measures aimed at:

SLOVAKIA

Type of development

Subsystem

Strategy/Action

2025 Implementation

National recovery and resilience plan

The National recovery and resilience plan sets out a package of reforms and public
investments to be implemented by 2026.

SLOVAKIA

Type of development
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plan

IVET CVET
Subsystem

Regulation/Legislation

IVET

2025 Implementation

Amendments to the Act on VET (61/2015)

Strengthening the position of ‘sectoral assignees’ and the Employer Council for VET over
the VET system as a whole from 2021 induced a debate over creating a new institution
covering the VET system as a whole.

SLOVAKIA

Type of development

Subsystem

Practical
measure/Initiative

IVET CVET

2025 Implementation

Supporting teachers in their work with disadvantaged learners

For a long time ESF projects have been crucial in promoting teachers’ in-service training
regarding assisting disadvantaged learners, including Roma. In 2017, the implementation
of the ESF ‘Open school for all’ project gave a new impulse to this effort.

SLOVAKIA

Type of development

Subsystem
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