
Young people from a migrant background at greater risk 
of leaving education and training early 
 

In the EU, more than one in four young people from a migrant background leave 
education and training too early. 

Efforts in education are critical to preparing immigrants, and particularly their descendants, to 
be more successful and more active participants in society. 

The indicator considered here is the percentage of young people aged 18 to 24 who leave 
education and training early. It is calculated for all young people in that age group and is 
further specified for two particular sub-groups: young people born abroad and young people 
with foreign citizenship. 

 

Source: Eurostat, 2016 

Key points 

 In 2016, the rate of early leavers for foreign-born (19.7%) and foreign citizenship 
(22.7%) were much higher than the corresponding average for all 18-24 years olds 
(10.7%) at the EU28-level with considerable differences at the country level (see 
figure). 
 

 The incidence of early leaving among foreign-born young people, compared with the 
country average for all 18-24 year-olds, was higher for both types of migration 
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background. This suggests that - overall - the type of migration background does not 
matter so much but the fact to have a migration background is important.  
 

 In most cases, the rate of early leavers is clearly higher for persons with a migration 
background. However, in Portugal and the UK the migration background was of 
minor importance (similarly the differences are seemingly low in Denmark, Ireland, 
and Luxemburg, although the reliability of the numbers is limited for these countries). 
In the UK, the persons with migration backgrounds showed even slightly smaller 
percentages of early leaving than natives.  

 Notes 

The indicator considers the share of young people aged 18-24 who are defined as early 
leavers from education and training, i.e. 18-24 year-olds with at most lower secondary 
education (ISCED 0-2 or 3c short) who declared that they have not received any education or 
training in the four weeks preceding the survey. The indicator is further specified for foreign 
young people and foreign-born young people. Foreigners or foreign population refers to 
persons who are not citizens of the country in which they reside, including persons of 
unknown citizenship and stateless persons. Foreign-born refers to persons whose place of 
birth, or the place of residence of the mother at the time of the birth, is outside the country of 
his or her usual residence. 

Data originate from the EU Labour Force Survey and are subject to its methodology. Data 
were extracted from the Eurostat online database on 5.5.2017. When interpreting the data, 
possible differences in national implementation of the EU LFS should be taken into account. 
Two approaches were considered in calculating the figures (i.e. country of birth and 
citizenship) to account for the different institutional settings which, in the EU Member States, 
can affect the specification of the migrant background of young people. 

Data for some countries and/or for some dimensions are not presented because the data were 
not available. 

 


