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OPEN INVITATION TO TENDER
AO/RES/JK/Insurance services/020/10

Insurance services for Cedefop’s building, content and official vehicles
CEDEFOP CLARIFICATION/CORRECTION Nr. 1 (RS/PRO/CALU/2010/721)
1) Cedefop wishes to clarify below some eligibility related issues that will hopefully help all potential tenderers in defining the most appropriate organisational steps for submitting their tender and in avoiding exclusion risks.

The call for tenders in question is an open one, addressed to the European market (this is also the reason why the whole Tender Dossier is published in English); of course, before deciding on their participation, prospective tenderers must have taken into account the requirement in the 2nd bullet of point 3.2.2 of the Tender Specifications and considered if and how they (can) respond to it. 

The combination of point 4 of the Open Invitation to Tender and points 1.1, 5 and 6.1, 1st bullet, of the Tender Specifications constitutes a clear framework allowing to define the conditions under which tenders submitted in response to this call will be considered eligible. As per point 1.1 of the Tender specifications, Cedefop intends to sign a Framework Contract with one insurance company that will be directly competent and responsible for providing us with all required services and assuming the relevant risk – and therefore do not expect tenders to be submitted by insurance brokers.  

 

As regards possible collaboration between insurance companies and/or with insurance brokers, attention is drawn to the provisions of the last paragraph of point 3.2 and of the 2nd paragraph of point 4, read in conjunction: on one hand standing or ad hoc commercial agreements (sub-contracting or consortia) that facilitate submission of a tender according to all requirements are permitted, on the other such agreements involving the same actor (be it in this case the insurance company or an insurance broker) in more than one tender may lead to exclusion of all such tenders; this is in view of ensuring that no entity (alone, or in collaboration with others) may attempt to influence contract award by manipulating some financial offers -the lowest price being moreover the single award criterion for this call for tenders. 
Furthermore, the provisions and requirements in points 3.1, 3.2, 4.1 and 4.2 and relevant Annexes G, H and I are intended to provide adequate information to Cedefop in those regards and therefore maximum transparency in the tender evaluation and contract award procedure. In those conditions, insurance companies should be careful in selecting among the various collaboration possibilities (including with brokers) that may be offered to them the one that best suits their purpose of submitting the winning tender - as accepting to enter into more than one collaboration of this kind in the context of different tenders will put all tenders concerned at exclusion risk. 

 

Cedefop as contracting authority has no intention, and no possibility for that matter, to intervene in the operation of the insurance market in any other country and in the commercial arrangements governing their functioning. Therefore, Cedefop cannot assign any company or broker to act on an exclusive basis or to investigate on behalf of others; Cedefop has set a clear framework to help prospective tenderers define on their own which collaboration arrangements conform to the requirements so as to ensure that their possible tender will be eligible.
2) In point 3.1 of the Tender Specifications, 1st paragraph reference to point 5.2 should be replaced by a reference to point 4.2.
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