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26 MEMBERS – THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY   
American Samoa 
Australia 
Cook Islands 
Federated States of 
Micronesia 
Fiji 
France 
French Polynesia 
Guam 
Kiribati 
Marshall Islands 
Nauru 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Niue 
Northern Marianas 
Palau 
Papua New Guinea 
Pitcairn Islands 
Samoa 
Solomon Islands 
Tokelau 
Tonga 
USA 
Vanuatu 
Wallis and Futuna 
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“THE BLUE PACIFIC” 
An expression of Pacific Regionalism 





Inaugural Pacific Island 
Forum Education Minister 
Meeting (FEdMM) (2001) 
endorsed the setting up of 
a PRQF covering basic, 
primary, secondary, TVET 
and tertiary education, 
benchmarked against 
international standards and 
qualifications 

 Ministers’ decision 
was also prompted by 
declining quality of 
Pacific education – 
socio-economic 
development needs 
knowledgeable, skilled 
and competent citizens 

2004 – SPBEA/EQAP 
was appointed to 
coordinate the 
development of the 
PQF, funded by 
Australian govt  

2009 – 2016  
national 
frameworks/NQFs, 
countries using 
NZQF,  WASC 
(USA territories), 
Qld (Aust), PQF 

2013 – outcomes-based 
approach in senior 
secondary level (Year 
13) for the regional 
qualification, followed by 
verified and accredited 
national qualifications. 

Central to all these were conversations around standards, 
benchmarking, and alignment, (learning outcomes) intents, 
processes, results, comparability, governance 

ADOPTION OF THE LEARNING OUTCOMES APPROACH 
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The PQF is an enabling 
instrument that is 
supported by regional 
agreements and 
international 
conventions and 
protocols 

The qualification type 
definitions and credit 
profiles for each 
qualification framework 
level enhance 
transparency and 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
qualifications 



USING LEARNING OUTCOMES 
As intents (desired 
goals/ends, content), Of 
learning, teaching, training 
processes, For results, 
qualifications, life skills, 
comparability, 
governance, policy  
improved learning 
achievement, portability 
of learning, mobility of 
labor,  overall 
improvements to 
systems 

A pragmatist 
approach – technical 
rationality (means-
ends). Reflection-

on-action – 
behaviourist, 
constructivist, 
interpretivist, 
critical theory 

• 2001, 2004, 2009 
– 2012 LOs in 
VET  

• 2013 – present:  
higher education 

• 2013 – 2016: top 
level of secondary  

• 2017 – present: 
down through 
schooling levels 



EXAMPLE FROM GENERAL EDUCATION – Y13 (SPFSC) 

Graduate skills (LOs) Y13  

Standards (LOs) Y13 subject  

MLOs – each strand/topic  

KLOs – each sub-strand  

SLOs – each concept  
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OBA principle of design downwards but deliver upwards 

• The learner is at the 
center of the process 

• Student centered, activity 
based teaching 

• Criterion referenced 
assessment and reporting 

• Pre-assessment 
moderation replaces 
Summative scaling 

• Report achievement levels 
to learners and parents 

• Reporting is possible at 
different levels for different 
purposes, etc.  



CONSTRUCTIVE ALIGNMENT IS KEY IN OBA 





ASSESSMENT 







THE CHALLENGES – ISSUES OF EVOLUTION 

• Measurability: Objectivity vs Subjectivity; product vs process; transversal 
skills; indigenous/traditional skills 

• Privileged position of the outcome designer/writer – where is the learner? 

• Balancing of interests – an assumption/risk in rapidly changing contexts 

• Organising/sustaining systems of feedback between education, training 
and labor market 

• Support for reform - Teacher training institutions – black boxes?  



ENHANCING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
• Cooperation follows collaboration – collaborate through knowledge sharing, research 

• International collaborations in different forums to develop guiding policies and 
guidelines, endorse these at international gatherings, discuss and adopt at regional and 
national levels, and apply; and keep the feedback loop sustained. 

• Groundswell / Oceanswell of extensive collaborations: regional  national 
collaborations: EQF, APQF, CQF/CARICOM, PQF, etc. Can there be a WQF? Keep the 
collaborative conversations and documentations going  “QFs rule the world” 
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