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The Lisbon strategy, adopted in 2000 to face major economic and social 
challenges, set as one of its objectives Europe’s transformation into a 
knowledge-based society. It assigned a key role to vocational education 
and training (VET).

The Barcelona European Council of 2002 decided to make Europe’s 
education and training systems a work quality reference by 2010, putting 
the quality issue at the heart of the respective European policy agenda.

Accreditation is the mechanism for external assessment of VET provid-
ers, certifying their compliance with predefined objectives, criteria and 
standards. In this respect, accreditation encourages conformity rather 
than, ideally, improvement.

Quality is considered a modernisation factor for VET systems. Quality 
assurance renders the system accountable for effectiveness, also 
promoting common understanding and trust.

Accreditation is testified by a certificate/label with marketing value as it 
positions its holder within the steadily expanding VET market. There are 
currently many labels and certificates. The present Cedefop publication 
aims at shedding light on some issues common to accreditation 
approaches in VET within the EU.
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